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February 21, 2023

The Honorable Weston Newton

Chairman, South Carolina House Judiciary Committee
512 Blatt Building

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Chairman Newton:

The South Carolina Metro Chambers Coalition thanks you for scheduling a House Judiciary subcommittee hearing on the
pending hate crimes legislation. We believe that is important this legislation moves in the General Assembly as soon as
possible. It is time for our state to again prioritize and expand the dialogue on matters that will make life better for all
our residents. To bring about real and lasting change and economic prosperity to all our neighbors, our communities
must be safe, thriving, and equitable.

Being one of two states that does not have a hate crimes statue we feel our neighboring states will use this against our
state for economic development projects moving forward, as we testified to the House Equitable Justice committee back
in 2020. Our Chambers wrote to the Legislature in 2018 urging continued action on sentencing reform following the
historic expungement legislation that passed in 2017, and collectively, our organizations have a legacy of leading
initiatives in our communities that foster prosperity for all citizens.

Our state’s recognized success with the “smart on crime” reforms in 2010 shows that forward-thinking policy making
delivers results for our state. We applaud you for the reforms of the past decade, but our work is not complete. To ensure
our economy remains successful and vibrant, we need to ensure everybody who is in our great state feels respected and
valued. The lack of a simple hate crimes penalty enhancement continues to make some of our neighbors and employees
feel marginalized.

We believe the time is now to move the hate crimes legislation and we look forward to continuing to lead and engage in
these conversations and assisting you in implementing long-overdue solutions.

Sincerely,

Carl Blackstone Bryan Derreberry Janet LaBar

President and CEO President and CEO President and CEO

Columbia Chamber of Commerce Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce  Charlotte Regional Business Alliance
Carlos Phillips Karen Riordan

President and CEO President and CEO

Greenville Chamber Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

cc: Speaker of the House G. Murrell Smith, Jr.
S.C. House Judiciary Committee



