METRO
CHAMBER COALITION

January 25, 2023

The Honorable Bill Sandifer

Chairman

S.C. House Labor, Commerce, and Industry Committee
407 Blatt Building

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The South Carolina Metro Chamber Coalition supports H. 3605, which will be in your committee
tomorrow.

Removing barriers from employment opportunities is a top priority for our chambers and our
nearly 10,000 member businesses. A criminal record was cited as the main barrier to joining the
workforce by nearly 1in 5 men (19%) in the S.C. Labor Force Participation Rate Task Force’s report
released last fall. This legislation will lower an obstacle to joining the workforce that could improve
our worryingly low workforce participation rate (59.4% in our state versus 62.1% nationwide).

South Carolina employers need employees, and this occupational licensing barrier is one that hurts
both employees and small businesses. Workforce shortages continue to be a struggle for
employers — particularly in trades that require occupational licenses. In addition to the business
case for this legislation, the employment of citizens returning to work following involvement in our
justice system is crucial to maintain South Carolina’s lowest-in-the-nation recidivism rate.

This has been a Metro Chamber Coalition priority for several years and is crucial as we continue to
see more shortages and gaps in our workforce. Thank you for your support of this legislation and
for your service to our state.

If you have any questions about the legislation, or about our position on this bill, contact:
Bailey Vincett

Director of Government Affairs
Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce

bvincett@Charlestonchamber.org

Joe Bost

Senior Vice President, Government Affairs
Charlotte Regional Business Alliance
JBost@charlotteregion.com

Carl Blackstone

President & CEO

Columbia Chamber
cblackstone@columbiachamber.com

Nikki Crabtree Huber

Legislative Director

Greenville Chamber of Commerce
NHuber@greenvillechamber.org

Jimmy Gray

Vice President of Public Policy

Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
Jimmy.Gray@visitmyrtlebeach.com

Charleston Metro Chamber of Commerce - Charlotte Regional Business Alliance - Columbia Chamber
Greenville Chamber - Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
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